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throughout her undertaking. She is a native of
Alencon; her name is Magdelaine de Chauvigny;
she is the daughter of the late Monsieur de Chauvi-
gny, seigneur of Vaubegon, and President of the
Elected in the Election of Alengon.® From her
infancy, she did all in her power to enter the Reli-
gious life, and commenced even then the practice of
works of piety and Christian charity. But her father
obliged her to marry an honorable Gentleman, named
Monsieur de la Pelterie, who, five and a half years
after their marriage, left her a childless widow, [19]
having had by her only one daughter, who died im-
mediately after Baptism. As soon as she became a
widow, she began, through the perusal of the Rela-
tions that we send over every year, earnestly to
consider means of contributing to the education of
the little Savage girls. With that intention, she
caused many prayers to be said; for,—having re-
solved to sacrifice herself entirely, with all of her
fortune that she could legally surrender, to the divine
Majesty,—she desired to learn from God whether it
would be agreeable to him that she should do so in
New France. While she was in doubt, God’s provi-
dence employed a violent illness which, in a short
time, brought her so low that the Physicians de-
spaired of her recovery, and gave her up. Seeing
herself in this condition, she felt strongly inspired
to vow that she would devote her wealth and her
person to New France, without communicating aught
of this to any one. Shortly after, the Physician
came, and found her condition greatly improved;
and — without knowing what she had done, or hav-
ing any inkling of her design —he said to her: ‘‘ Ma-
dame, your disease has gone to Canada.”” He spoke



